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The Search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover inventions 
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See also OJ EPO 06/1 999, 405. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-3,5-7,15-17,19-21,29-31,33-35,43-45,47 

A method providing content propagation for enhanced document 
retrieval, comprising: 

- identifying reference information 

- extracting metadata 

- calculating relevance 

- indexing metadata 

- generating enhanced documents 
and 

- details about the type of reference information, the type 
of documents and the type of metadata used. 



2. claims: 1,4,12-15,18,26-29,32,40-43,46,51,52 

A method providing content propagation for enhanced document 
retrieval , comprising: 

- identifying reference/information 

- extracting metadata 

- calculating relevance 

- indexing metadata 

- generating enhanced documents 
and 

- use of query logs as data sources. 



3. claims: 1,8,15,22,29,36,43 

A method providing content propagation for enhanced document 
retrieval, comprising: 

- identifying reference information 

- extracting metadata 

- calculating relevance 

- indexing metadata 

- generating enhanced documents 
and 

- calculating the relevance based on how many times a 
particular document is identified within its context in the 
metadata. 



4. claims: 1,9,15,23,29,37,43,48 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not compty with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

A method providing content propagation for enhanced document 
retrieval, comprising: 

- identifying reference information 

- extracting metadata 

- calculating relevance 

- indexing metadata 

- generating enhanced documents 
and 

- calculating relevance includes weighting titles and 
problem context higher than problem resolution information 



5. claims: 1,10,15,24,29,38,43,49 

A method providing content propagation for enhanced document 
retrieval, comprising: 

- identifying reference information 

- extracting metadata 

- calculating relevance 
. : - indexing metadata 

- generating enhanced documents 
and 

: - calculating relevance includes assigning greater relevance 
to features of metadata that occur in content of the data 
source with greater frequency as compared to the frequency 
of other metadata features in the content. 



6. claims: 1,11,15,25,29,39,43,50 

A method providing content propagation for enhanced document 
retrieval, comprising: 

- identifying reference information 

- extracting metadata 

- calculating relevance 

- indexing metadata 

- generating enhanced documents 
and 

- calculating relevance includes weighting of features as a 
function of an age of the document. 



1. The maximum technical relationship between the groups of inventions 
1-6 is the subject matter of claim 1, namely a method providing content 
propagation for enhanced document retrieval, comprising identifying 
reference information, extracting metadata, calculating relevance, 
indexing metadata and generating enhanced documents. 

However, such a system is already known e.g. from document EP0809197 (see 
abstract; it is clear that the reference information is from sources of 
data independent of a data source comprising the documents (see col. 7, 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

lines 14-15); anchor sentences can be regarded as metadata proximal ly 
located to trie reference information (see col. 7, lines 16-26), for 
extraction of anchor sentences see col. 10, line 57-col . 11, line 7; for 
calculation of relevance see col. 12, lines 26-35; for indexing based on 
metadata see col. 11, line 32-col . 11, line 25; the hypertext document 
information (see fig. 4 and col. 10, lines 29-56) can be regarded as 
being an enhanced document.) 

Furthermore, the groups of inventions 1-6 are directed to different 
problems. The problems to be solved relate to the questions of how to 
apply the system of Dl for enhanced retrieval of knowledge base articles 
and/or product help (invention 1) and how to further improve document 
retrieval based on prior search queries (invention 2) and to alternative 
ways of calculating the relevance of the features of metdata (inventions 

Consequently, the relationship among the groups 1-6 of inventions does 
not involve. "special technical features" as required by Rule 30 EPC so 
that the groups 1-6 of inventions are not so linked as to form a single 
general inventive concept, in violation of Article 82 EPC. 
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